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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 
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Art Unit: 2777 



DETAILED ACTION 



Reasons For Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



The prior art teaches a method for efficiently and accurately managing the scheduling of 
programs, the acquisition of media copies of programs, the management of an inventory of the 
media copies, and the exhibitions of the programs throughout a predetermined period of time 
(Clark: U.S. Patent Number 5,383,1 12), a system that creates detailed forecasts of sales before 
generating profit maximizing sets of requisitions and/or manufacturing work orders that maintain 
finished goods inventory at the levels required to maintain user-specified service standards, while 
satisfying the financial constraints forecast by the system and user specified constraints, during the 
next 1 to 78 time periods (Eder: U.S. Patent Number 5,615,109), the system utilizes means for 
automatically determining which items in the JIT (Just-In-Time) inventory are likely to require 
replenishment. The system then proposes a purchase order or transfer order for an optimum 
quantity of the item, which the CSR (Customer Service Representative) may accept or modify 
(Johnson et ah: U.S. Patent Number 5,712,989) and a system forming a computer based 
communications network between network members having filter means for controlling the 
communication linkage between such network members based upon chosen filter conditions set 
up by the network members and the system to satisfy one or more requests for quotation from the 
network members (Giovannoli: U.S. Patent Number 5,758,328). 
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2. The present invention relates to a system and method for handling intermittent placement 
of orders and reservations for media commercial time by advertiser, agencies, and customers 
while optimizing the sale value of the remaining media commercial inventory available for sale to 
advertisers, agencies, and customers. 

3. Hence, the prior art of record neither teaches nor fairly suggests in a combination elements 
as recited in claims 1, 9 and 14 and more specially, recalculating pricing data with the yield 
management system in a manner consistent with a pricing strategy implemented by the yield 
management system, so that price changes caused by a reduction in available inventory due to the 
customer request are taken into account. 

4. Claims 2-8, 10-13 and 15 are dependent on claims 1, 9 and 14 respectively and since 1, 9 
and 14 have allowable subject matter, claims 2-8, 10-13 and 15 are also allowed. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Contact Information 

Direct inquiries concerning this communication should be directed to Shahid Alam whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-2358. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Thursday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anton Fetting, can be reached at (703) 305-8449. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
or: 

(703) 305-9724 or (703) 308 6606 or (703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft 
communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, Virginia, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
Shahid Alam 
November 2, 1999 




